
RANCHO SIMI RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT 

JOINT PARK DISTRICT/HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE 
ACTIVITY CENTER 

ACTIVITY ROOM #1 
4201 GUARDIAN ST., SIMI VALLEY, CA 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2021 
5:30P.M. 

MINUTES 

APPROVED 

I. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by RSRPD Director Elaine Freeman 
at 5:30 p.m. In attendance were Simi Valley Historical Society President Linda Bosley, 
Treasurer Karen Olson, Past President Vicki Spilka, and the following RSRPD Staff: Vice 
Chair Kate O'Brien, Director of Planning and Maintenance Wayne Nakaoka, Recreation 
Coordinator Jeannie Liss, and Administrative Secretary Barbara Meinel. Guest Logan 
Evans was also in attendance. 

II. PUBLIC DISCUSSION: None 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 4, 2021 MEETING: Historical Society 
President Linda Bosley stated that there was a typo under Item V-b. on page 2 of the 
minutes. Historical Society Treasurer Olson moved to approve the minutes as corrected; 
Historical Society Past President Spilka seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

IV. STRATHEARN PARK.MAINTENANCE ITEMS 

a. Adobe North Wall Damage - Continue: Director of Planning & Maintenance 
Nakaoka advised the Committee that currently no work has been done on this 
project. 

b. Termite Tenting Schedule- Continue: Nakaoka told the Committee that he will be 
getting authorization to go out to bid for this project as the cost will be more than 
$25,000. 

c. Printz/Powell House Planter Boxes: Nakaoka stated that maintenance staff has 
started work on this project. Staff is hoping to complete the work within a few 
days. Ms. Bosley stated that District staff had been working on burying the railroad 
ties when she was at the park. 

d. Printz/Powell House Exterior Wood Panels Bulging: Robert Mendez, Sr. 
Maintenance Supervisor for Buildings, believes the wall is slowly bowing up 



because of the weight from the roof, and staff may have to do some re-supporting 
of this area. Nakaoka told the Committee that District staff will take care of this 
issue. 

e. Montgomery Playhouse Roof: Nakaoka stated that the District may buy some 
shingles for the roof as the shingles that were to be used have not yet become 
available. 

f. Gutter Cleaning: This job has been completed. It was done along with the removal 
of the pine needles along the north wall. 

g. Paint Water Tower. Nakaoka reported that this work has been completed. The 
water tower was sprayed with water sealant with some color in it. 

V. VOLUNTEER/DOCENT UPDATE: Ms. Bosley announced that school tours will start 
again in January 2022 and run through May. Ms. Bosley has held three meetings with the 
school tour coordinators. Some of the volunteers who previously worked on the program 
have expressed some hesitancy regarding sitting across a table from unvaccinated children, 
and some have decided not to return. Different options were discussed and it was 
determined that the school tour program will be modified somewhat. The students will 
still visit the three historical buildings (the Library, the Haigh-Talley Colony House, and 
the Stratheam House) as well as the store, and they will still participate in the Chumash 
games. Instead of having the hands-on rotation in the Chumash Room, there will be a 
Chumash presentation. The volunteers will show the children different items and have 
verbal interaction with the children. There will be a maximum of 50 children a day, and 
they will be broken into 5 groups of IO students each. With only IO children in each group, 
there will be room for them to spread out, especially in the Chumash Room. Each stop 
will be 20 minutes long, with a 5-minute rotation time between stops. Instead of the 
volunteers walking around with the students, they will remain stationary at their respective 
locations. 

Ms. Bosley also told the Committee that the Historical Society had a booth at the street fair 
on Saturday, October 30. An artifact table was set up and there was also a photograph 
display. Ms. Bosley and the volunteers at the booth spoke to over 300-400 people. Some 
On the Tapo books and souvenirs were sold, and a few people even signed up to be 
volunteers for the Historical Society. 

VI. INTERIM STAFFING AT STRATHEARN PARK: Nakaoka confirmed that a meeting 
regarding staffing was held with the District Manager. Nakaoka added that he believes the 
District has a proposal ready for the Historical Society, and they just need to schedule a 
meeting. He added that he believes it is a good proposal. A meeting should be scheduled 
before the end of the year, and the Agreement will most like be dated for January 2022. 
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VII. UPCOMING SIMI VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY EVENTS AT STRATHEARN 
PARK 

a. November 5, 2021: Annual Membership Meeting - Apron Theme: Director 
Freeman asked for clarification regarding what she should do for the Annual 
Membership Meeting, and Ms. Spilka explained that it is a potluck and the menu is 
divided by last names regarding what to bring. The meeting will start at 6 p.m. and 
the entertainment will be a talk and display about aprons. The Board members for 
the next two years will be voted in, and the names of the continuing Board members 
finishing out their second year will be announced. 

b. November 7, 2021: ON THE TAPO Book Signing: This will be the second book 
signing by Pat Havens. They are planning on a two-hour book signing from 1 p.m. 
-3p.m. 

c. December 5, 2021: Holiday Open House - ON THE TAPO Book Signing: This 
event will begin at 11 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. All entertainment for the event has 
been booked, and Santa Claus will be in attendance. 

Ms. Liss asked about the Olson tractor and if it is still coming. Ms. Bosley 
responded that it is currently in storage while the details regarding the long-term 
contract for the loan of the tractor are worked out with the Olson's attorney. Ms. 
Bosley is waiting to hear back from them. 

Ms. Bosley mentioned that December 9 is the Historical Society's holiday 
appreciation gathering at 6 p.m. in the Wood Ranch Barn. This event is for all the 
Historical Society and Strathearn volunteers. 

d. March 5, 2022 - Pat Haven's Retirement Event: Ms. Haven's retirement event is 
still scheduled for March 5, 2022. Historical Society Treasurer Olson is chairing 
the event, and it will take place in the afternoon of March 5. It will be country
themed with games and other events 

e. April 1-3, 2022 - Civil War Days: Ms. Bosley announced that Civil War Days is 
scheduled for April 1-3, 2022, and she has already booked all of the major 
presenters for the event. 

VIII. DIA DE LOS MUERTOS RECAP: Ms. Bosley reported that over 2200 visitors attended 
the event, which is believed to be the largest crowd to ever attend this event. It was the 
Historical Society's first fundraiser since March of 2020, and the net funds will help to 
defray the Historical Society's operating costs. The event went very well, and was well 
received by the public. Having the District's K-Bus there to give rides to people who had 
to park further away was very helpful. There was a lot of entertainment at the event, and 
they had an MC for the first time. The event also received support from a Spanish language 
station in Oxnard, and the Historical Society is thinking about possibly having them do a 
live broadcast at next year's event. 
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IX. OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST: Ms. Bosley reported that the Historical Society Board 
has approved a flooring purchase for the Printz-Powell Colony House.. It is wood plank 
flooring, and the Historical Society was offered a deal by a local flooring distributor to 
purchase the flooring at $1.50 a foot. The distributor will also be installing the flooring. 

Ms. Bosley mentioned that the Historical Society is also in negotiations for a possible 
drywall donation for the Printz-Powell Colony House. 

Ms. Bosley reported that she met with Ms. Liss to review the 2022 and 2023 yearly 
calendars as Historical Society activities must be booked at least a year in advance due to 
the wedding schedule. Historical Society events are now firm for 2022. Regarding 2023, 
one of the Historical Society's volunteers has suggested having an apricot festival, and has 
already done all of the research regarding holding such an event. She will be submitting 
her proposal at the next Historical Society Board meeting for consideration. 

Ms. Bosley stated that at some recent events there have been some problems with Wi-Fi 
access at the park. The Historical Society has asked the Park District if they can supply 
the park with an additional portable Wi-Fi antenna, and RSRPD Computer Support 
Specialist Lee Martin is working on obtaining one for Strathearn. 

Ms. Bosley mentioned that they had a problem with the bathrooms during Dia de Los 
Muertos. Plenty of toilet paper and soap was onsite for the event, but they were unable to 
refill the soap dispensers and the toilet paper holders as a key is required to unlock the 
dispenser and paper holders. Nakaoka stated that he will get bathroom keys that can be 
kept in a locked location at Strathearn for staff and Historical Society personnel to access. 

X. SET TIME AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Monday, December 6 at 5:30 p.m. 

XI. ADJOURN MEETING: The meeting was adjourned by Director Freeman at 6:25 p.m. 

W~aoka 
Director of Planning and Maintenance 
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